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Hispanics Rising Executive Summary
Fueled by huge waves of recent immigration from throughout the Americas, the rapid growth of the Hispanic community
is one of the great American demographic stories of the 21st century. At 15% of the US population today, Hispanics are
now America’s largest “minority” group, and are projected to be 29% of all those living in the United States by 2050. A
majority of Hispanic adults in the United States today are immigrants.
Recognizing that it will be hard to build a 21st century political majority without this fast-growing electorate, Hispanics
have become one of the most volatile and contested swing voting blocs in American politics. George W. Bush’s success
with this community was critical to both of his election victories.
In 2005, the immigration debate introduced a new dynamic in this electorate. The GOP rejected the more enlightened
approach to Hispanics championed by the Bush family, and adopted a much more anti-immigrant, anti-Hispanic
approach. This approach was instrumental in fueling the massive immigration rallies in the spring of 2006, and swinging
Hispanics significantly to the Democrats and increasing their turnout in the 2006 elections.
Initial data from 2008 show that these trends continue unabated. Hispanics have voted in record numbers, tripling their
turnout from the 2004 primaries and increasing their share of the vote in the Democratic primaries by 66%. Seventyeight percent of Hispanics who voted in the presidential primaries this year have voted Democratic.
This emergence of a new, highly energized and pro-Democratic Hispanic electorate could have an enormous impact on
the presidential election. At least 4 of the most important battleground states have significant Hispanic populations.
U.S. Sen. John McCain is not in a strong position to change this dynamic, given that he abandoned his support for
immigration reform and arguably “betrayed” the Hispanic community. While U.S. Sen. Barack Obama was a bit slow in
making a strong appeal to the Hispanic community, he has made great strides in recent months.
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HISPANOS AVANZADO
RESUMEN EJECUTIVO
Una de las grandes historias de demografía Americana en el siglo XXI es el crecimiento de la comunidad Hispana en los
Estados Unidos, impulsado por las grandes olas de migración a través de las Américas. Hoy los Hispanos conforman 15 por
ciento de la población de los Estados Unidos, son el grupo “minoría” más grande en el país y se proyecta que conformarán
29% de todos aquellos viviendo en los Estados Unidos para el año 2050. Hoy, la mayoría de adultos Hispanos son
inmigrantes.
Reconociendo que será difícil construir una mayoría política sin este electorado creciente, los hispanos se han convertido
en los votantes más volátiles y concursados en la política estadounidense. El éxito que logró George Bush con esta
comunidad fue un elemento crítico en sus dos victorias electorales.
En el 2005, el debate sobre inmigración causó una nueva dinámica en este electorado. El partido Republicano refutó la
postura de George Bush, más ilustre y más favorable para los Hispanos, y tomó una postura anti-inmigrante, anti-Hispana.
Esta postura jugó un papel instrumental en motivar la respuesta pública, que llevó a la organización de demostraciones
durante la primavera de 2006, y causó que votantes Hispanos cambiaran su voto, para el partido Demócrata, y salieron a
votar en números inéditos durante las elecciones de 2006.
Reportes iniciales de las elecciones primarias durante el año 2008 demuestran que esta tendencia de Hispanos votando
por candidatos del partido Demócrata no ha cambiado. El número de votantes Hispanos en elecciones primarias ha
triplicado del 2004, y en 2008 el número de Hispanos que han votado en elecciones primarias del partido Demócrata ha
aumentado 66% del 2004. Y 78% de los hispanos que han votado durante las elecciones primarias votaron por un candidato
del partido Demócrata.
El surgimiento de un electorado Hispano con energía y pro-Demócrata podría impactar la elección presidencial de manera
importante. Por lo menos 4 de los estados clave para ganar una elección nacional tienen una población Hispana
significante. El Senador McCain no esta en una posición muy fuerte para contrarrestar esta tendencia, ya que abandonó su
postura en el debate sobre reforma migratoria; se puede decir que “traicionó” a la comunidad Hispana. El Senador
Obama, aunque ha sido lento en acudir a la comunidad Hispana, ha logrado grandes avances durante esta semana.
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The US Hispanic Population
•

Historic waves of immigration in recent years have left America with 45.5 million Hispanics -- 15
percent of the American population. Hispanics are now our nation’s largest minority group.

•

According to the US Census Bureau, of all those living in the United States, approximately 15% are
Hispanic and approximately 12% speak some Spanish at home. This would indicate that about 80% of
Hispanics speak Spanish at home.

•

Every 30 seconds, a Hispanic is added to the US population.

•

The US Census Bureau reports that in the United States today, there are 16.1 million foreign-born
Hispanic adults, 13.2 million US-born adults and 15 million children. This means that a majority of
Hispanic adults in America today are immigrants and grew up speaking Spanish.

•

Approximately two-thirds of all Hispanics in the United States are of Mexican descent, with 9 percent
Puerto Rican and 3.5 percent Cuban. The remainder come from the other nations of Latin America.

•

Each state has a different make-up of countries of origin, immigrant and native-born, citizen and noncitizen, making every state and local Hispanic population unique.

•

Of these 29 million adults, approximately 13 million are registered to vote. According to the 2006 Exit
Polls, Hispanics made up 8 percent of the national electorate.

•

In 2008, NDN projects that 14 million Hispanics will be registered to vote, and 12 million are likely to
vote, which would translate to Hispanics comprising 10% of the overall vote in the next presidential
election.
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…more southern and western
…more suburban and exurban
…more Hispanic and Asian
… more millennial and aging boomer
…more digital age than industrial age

The American people are becoming…
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The Center of Gravity of the United States is Moving
The Nation is Becoming Much More Southern and Western
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South & West Face of the Coming America
100 Largest Cities Shift from Northeast to South and West

70%

Source: US Census Bureau
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America is Going through Profound Demographic Change
Minorities now Make Up a Third of US population
Percentage of U.S. Population Comprised of Minorities
1960-2007
Note: Hispanic is not classified as a race in the Census

White, Non-Hispanic

Black

1960

88.6%

10.5%

1970

83.2%

11.1%

1980

79.6%

11.7%

1990

75.6%

12.1%

9.0%

2000

69.1%

12.9%

12.5%

2006

66.2%

13.1%

14.7%

Source: US Census Bureau

Hispanic
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Hispanic Population Boom
By 2050, Hispanics Will be More than One Quarter of the US Population

438M

127M

29%

Source: Pew Hispanic Center, 2/11/08
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Hispanic Population By State Today
An Increasingly National Trend

5-11% Hispanic
12-24% Hispanic
25-45% Hispanic
34.5%

30.3%

44.8%
34.7%

Source: US Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey
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Hispanic Population By Country of Origin

Source: US Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey
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The Hispanic Electorate is Growing Rapidly
(in millions)

1980-2004 Data Source: US Census Bureau. 2008: NDN Research
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And the Immigrant Share Has Grown to Almost
Half of the Hispanic Electorate

Source: Bendixen & Associates Research
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These New Immigrants Have Made Spanish-Language
Media a Powerful Force
•

The local newscast of Univision, the most watched Spanish-language television network,
is the number one local newscast in 16 markets, including Albuquerque, El Paso,
Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Miami, Phoenix and San Francisco.

•

In the last TV season, Univision beat the 4 major networks – ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC – in
primetime, in the most coveted demographic, 18-34 year olds, 31 times. In any given
month, 80% of the American Hispanic community watches Spanish-language TV.

•

In 2006, driven by millions of Spanish-language viewers on Univision, the 2006 World
Cup Soccer Finals had twice the viewership of the average game in the NBA finals.

•

The 2007 Univision Democratic presidential debate drew 4.6 million viewers, more than
the 4.3 million average of all other Democratic presidential debate this year (this, of
course, is drawing from a total audience of around 10 percent of the US population).
More on slide 44…

•

Spanish language radio is now the third most listened to radio format in America. A LAbased morning talk show host, El Piolin, has been perhaps the single most important
mobilizer of the Hispanic community in recent years.

•

Univision’s 2006 sale price of more than $12 billion was more than the sale prices of
Chrysler and the Wall Street Journal combined, according to Univision.
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Hispanic Electorate by State
2006 - Percentage of Those Who Voted

*US Census Bureau, 2004 election. Source: 2006 Exit Polls
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But it is Not a Monolithic Vote
2006 Vote for US Senate

* Governor’s Race. Source: 2006 Exit Poll
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Nor is It a Democratic Base Vote
2006 Vote for Senate, con’t

Source: 2006 CNN Exit Poll
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Bush Pioneered a Modern Hispanic
Strategy for the GOP
Remarks by Matthew Dowd, chief pollster to President Bush:
•

"Republicans have to increase their percentage among blacks and certainly
among Hispanics," Dowd said. "As a realistic goal, we have to get
somewhere between 13 and 15 percent of the black vote and 38 to 40
percent of the Hispanic vote [to win in 2004].”
- Washington Post, 7/8/01

•

"We can't survive as a party without getting more of the Hispanic vote.“
- Chicago Tribune, 1/27/02

•

"...the fact (is) that the Latino vote in this country is the fastest-growing
demographic of the electorate -- it's grown 400 percent in the last 20
years. So this is going to keep happening. It's dynamic, it's growing. And I
think both political parties understand that it's a demographic that is
probably one of the most important -- you know, who's going to have
majority status in this country."
– Wall Street Journal, 4/3/06
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The New Bush/GOP Approach Targeted Immigrants and
Relied Heavily on Spanish-Language Advertising
• In Florida during the 2000 presidential election, then-Gov. George Bush
dramatically outspent then-Vice President Al Gore on Spanish-language
media, a move that was critical to Bush winning the presidency. Florida
Gov. Jeb Bush’s son, George, himself of Mexican descent, was a prominent
figure in the ads.
• In 2002, the GOP ran Spanish-language ads in the CO, GA, MO, NC and TX
Senate races, while the Democrats only ran Spanish-language ads in CO. In
NY, both Bloomberg in 2001 and Pataki in 2002 bought a great deal of
Spanish-language advertising, and made speaking to Hispanics a core part
of their campaign.
• In 2004, we saw the first fully engaged back-and-forth in Spanish, as both
parties and their allies spent close to $10 million each on Spanishlanguage campaigns.
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Using this Strategy, the GOP Doubled Its
Market Share with Hispanics

Source: 1996, 2000 & 2004 Exit Polls
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But in 2006, the GOP Adopted a New
National Anti-Immigrant Approach
•

In late 2005, the House passed the
Sensenbrenner bill, which called for making
all undocumented immigrants felons.

•

In 2006, this bill led to huge marches, the
largest civic demonstrations in the United
States in more than a generation

•

GOP House leader John Boehner refused to
take up the McCain-Kennedy bill that
passed the GOP-controlled Senate

•

In more than a dozen states, the GOP ran
ads comparing Mexican immigrants to
Islamic terrorists. Watch one of the ads by
clicking the picture or link to the right.

http://youtube.com/watch?v=AjVdALIgfBI
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The new GOP strategy led to this:
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In the Summer of 2006, Early Signs Emerged that the
Immigration Debate was Changing Hispanic Opinion
“What is the Most Important Problem Facing the Nation?”

Source: NDN Political Fund/LatinInsights Poll, 7/19/2006. Audience: Hispanic Immigrant Voters
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Hispanics Understood What was Happening
“What is the Most Important Problem Facing US Hispanics?”

Source: NDN Political Fund/LatinInsights Poll, 7/19/2006. Audience: Hispanic Immigrant Voters
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Immigration Debate Encouraged Participation
“How Does the Debate on Immigration Affect Your Intention
to Vote in the Next Election?”

Source: NDN Political Fund/LatinInsights Poll, 7/19/2006. Audience: Hispanic Immigrant Voters
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And in 2006, Hispanics Fled the GOP
A Dramatic Reversal

Source: 2004 & 2006 Exit Polls
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Hispanic Turnout Soars, Increases by 33%
Hispanics as a Percent of National Vote

Source: 2002, 2004 & 2006 Exit Polls
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In 2006, the GOP’s Anti-Immigrant Strategy
was a Political Disaster
• The strategy had tremendous opportunity costs – the GOP
had little to show for its tremendous investment in the issue.
• It took away one of the GOP’s most important new tools –
Spanish-language media.
• It alienated the fastest-growing part of the American
electorate - Hispanics.
• It reinforced the Democratic argument that Republicans
were incapable of tackling the tough problems facing the
nation.
• The Washington Post wrote: “Nativism’s Electoral Flop,
bashers of illegal immigration are failing at the polls.”
2/14/08
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The GOP’s Response to the Election of 2006? Appoint a
Bilingual Hispanic Immigrant to be RNC Chair

29

Despite its Failure, the New Anti-Immigrant Strategy
Has Prevailed Inside the GOP
• In 2007, Republicans were clearly responsible for defeating the Senate
immigration bill. A slew of new GOP-led anti-immigrant measures, such as
the new “no match” program from DHS, would have a significant, negative
impact on Hispanic families, further reinforcing Hispanics’ belief that the
GOP is “out to get them.”
• U.S. Senator Mel Martinez resigned as RNC Chair less than a year after
assuming the position.
• The GOP has continued to make the issue of immigration central to the
presidential campaign, and has pushed for anti-immigrant proposals. Tom
Tancredo, Mitt Romney and Mike Huckabee ran ads attacking Hispanic
immigrants. In the course of his campaign, Sen. John McCain has
abandoned his support of comprehensive immigration reform, backing
away from the McCain-Kennedy legislation that once served as the
framework for immigration reform.
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Democrats Have More Tools to Take Advantage
of the GOP’s Historic Stumble
•

All the major Democratic presidential candidates supported comprehensive immigration
reform. There is little doubt that the Democrats have worked hard the past 2 years to pass
this important legislation.

•

Democrats are putting more emphasis on the heavily Hispanic parts of the country. The
2008 Democratic Convention is in Denver, and Nevada is now the second caucus in the
presidential nominating process. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid is from Nevada, and
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi is from heavily Hispanic California.

•

The Democratic presidential candidates attended the 2007 NALEO and NCLR conferences,
and participated in the 2007 Univision debate.

•

Sens. Obama and Clinton have invested millions in Spanish-language media, setting records
for expenditures on such advertising in a presidential primary. The Clinton campaign is
running a very effective and modern Hispanic effort, helping mobilize the largest turnout
of Hispanic voters in a Democratic presidential primary. Sen. Obama began airing Spanish
language ads in January, and recently aired a fully Spanish language ad in Puerto Rico in
which he personally delivers the entire message in Spanish.

•

After lagging, Democrats and progressives have begun to outperform the other side in the
innovative use of Spanish-language media and strategies. Recently, the Nevada Democratic
Party adopted one of NDN’s recommendations and sponsored a soccer team, Los
Democratas.

31

Even in Florida, Hispanics Are No
Longer Majority Republican or Cuban
•

Huge new waves of Hispanic immigration in Florida – largely Puerto Rican and Central and South
American – have left the long-powerful Cuban-Americans a minority of the statewide Hispanic vote.
The Exit Polls report that in 2006, Cubans were 5% of the total statewide vote, other Hispanics 6%. In
the 2006 governors race, won handily by Republican Charlie Crist, the non-Cuban Hispanic group went
66%-33% Democratic.

•

With an increase of participation of two groups much more Democratic than the original exiles -second generation Cuban-Americans and Cubans who came to Florida after 1980 – the Cuban vote itself
is becoming less Republican. The Democratic candidates for Governor and Senate received 29% and 37%
of the Cuban vote respectively, twice the total historically achieved by a Democrat.

•

Taken together, what all this means is that Florida Hispanics are no longer majority Republican. In
2006, Senator Bill Nelson won the Florida Hispanic vote 58%-41%, and the Democratic gubernatorial
candidate Jim Davis, while losing the non-Hispanic electorate 53%-44%, tied with Hispanics 49%-49%. As
there are more than a million Hispanics in the Florida electorate, this type of big shift can mean a shift
of hundreds of thousands of votes over time, clearly enough to swing a state decided by a mere 500
votes in 2000.

•

The Florida Secretary of State reported in April 2008 that Hispanic Democrats now outnumber Hispanic
Republicans for the first time in the state.

•

Importantly, a majority of younger Cuban-Americans agree with Sen. Obama’s policy of easing
restrictions on travel and remittances to the island nation while maintaining an embargo. This position,
long advocated by NDN, is directly at odds with Sen. McCain’s position, which simply extends the Bush
Administration’s hard-line policy.

Reference: 2006 NDN Cuba Poll
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The Changing Politics of Hispanics
May Tip the Electoral College
•

Democrats have won 17 states, equaling 248 Electoral College votes or more in each of the last
4 consecutive Presidential Elections.

•

2008 citizenship applications have increased 61% over 2007; anecdotal evidence is that
Hispanics are registering very heavily Democratic.

•

Winning AZ (10 Votes), CO (9 Votes), NM and NV (5 Votes each) in 2008 (an additional 29
Electoral Votes) gives the Democrats 277 Electoral Votes. Winning Florida alone (an additional
27 Electoral Votes) gives them 275. Together, these five states put Democrats at 304, even
without Ohio.

•

What this means is that if in 2008 Republicans are denied these 4 swing southwestern states, or
Florida, they will have to win a state they have not won since the 1980s. While possible, it is
not something they can count on. Simply put, there is no reasonable GOP roadmap to victory in
2008 that does not require them to win these 5 heavily Hispanic states, something that will now
be much more difficult given the degradation of the GOP brand in the Hispanic community in
the aftermath of the immigration debate.

•

Let’s take a look…
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The Core Democratic and Republican States

Core over 4 Cycles: 248 Democrat, 135 Republican, 155 “Neutral”

248

135

155

Note: Electoral count is for current (2008) values
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The Core Democratic States

Solid Electoral Count over Four Cycles: 248 Core Democratic

248
Note: Electoral count is for current (2008) values
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The Core Democratic States and Southwest
Electoral count: 248 Democrat + 29 Southwest = 277 Total

277
Note: Electoral count is for current (2008) values
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The Core Democratic and Hispanic States
Electoral count: 248 Democrat + 56 Hispanic = 304 Total

304
Note: Electoral count is for current (2008) values
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The Enduring Democratic Majority

Electoral count: 248 Democrat + 76 Possible = 324 Total

324
Note: Electoral count is for current (2008) values
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The Enduring Democratic Majority

Electoral count: 248 Democrat + 87 Possible = 335 Total

335
Note: Electoral count is for current (2008) values
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Hispanics Continue to Increase their Participation
Early Analysis Shows an Increase of More than 66%

Hispanic Share of Total Turnout in 2008 Democratic
Primary Contests
16
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8
6
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0

15

9

2004

Source: 2004 & 2008 Exit Polls

2008

(In states where the Hispanic vote was tracked)
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Hispanics Continue to Increase their Participation
Early Analysis Shows an Increase of More than 66% in participation in Democratic Primaries

Source: 2004 & 2008 Exit Polls

(In states where the Hispanic vote was tracked)
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Hispanics Breaking More than 3:1 Democratic

Source: 2008 Exit Polls

(In states where the Hispanic vote was tracked)
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The Hispanic Vote Continues to Trend
Democratic

Source: 2008 Exit Polls

(In states where the Hispanic vote was tracked)
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Democrats Make Gains in GOP Strongholds

Source: 2008 Exit Polls

(In states where the Hispanic vote was tracked)

44

Looking Ahead to the Fall
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Caution from Prominent Republicans
I am worried. You cannot ignore the aspirations of the fastest-growing minority in America.
- Karl Rove, former Deputy Chief of Staff and senior advisor to
President George W. Bush, aboard Air Force One, 8/13/07
I have never seen an issue where the short-term interests of Republican presidential candidates in the
primaries were more starkly at odds with the long-term interests of the party itself. At least five
swing states that Bush carried in 2004 are rich in Hispanic voters -- Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada,
Colorado and Florida. Bush won Nevada by just over 20,000 votes. A substantial shift of Hispanic voters
toward the Democrats in these states could make the national political map unwinnable for
Republicans ... Some in the party seem pleased. They should be terrified.
- Michael Gerson, President George W. Bush's former chief
speechwriter and senior policy advisor, Washington Post, 9/19/07
(The way many GOP candidates have handled the immigration issue is) just an exaggerated, unfriendly
position that needlessly turns away Latinos.
- Lionel Sosa, media consultant in six Republican presidential campaigns
beginning in 1980, Newsweek, 9/24/07
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In 2007, in the Heat of the GOP Primary Fight,
John McCain Abandoned Latinos
Though long a champion of immigration
reform, in the heat of his difficult fight
for the GOP nomination last year, Sen.
McCain abandoned his own Senate bill,
and was thus instrumental in the failure
to fix the immigration system last year.
•

“[During the 2007 primary season], when
McCain was taking a pounding from his
party's right wing for supporting
immigration reform, he virtually
disappeared as Senate Democrats and
Republicans tried to hash out a
compromise immigration bill. Citing a
saying in Spanish, Sen. Robert Menendez
(D-N.J.), commented on Sen. McCain’s
new stance, ‘Between that which you say
and that which you do, there is a big
gulf’”.
Washington Post, 2/20/07

http://youtube.com/watch?v=PgvFkICnRo
o
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McCain No Longer Supports his Own Bill
Transcript from McCain’s appearance on Meet the Press (1/27/08):

MR. RUSSERT: If the Senate passed your bill, S1433, the McCain-Kennedy Immigration Bill...
SEN. McCAIN: Mm-hmm.
MR. RUSSERT: ...would you as president sign it?
SEN. McCAIN: Yeah, but we--look, the lesson is it isn't won. It isn't going to come. It isn't going to come. The lesson is they
want the border secured first. That's the lesson. I come from a border state. I know how to fix those borders with walls,
with UAVs, with sensors, with cameras, with vehicle barriers. They want the border secured first. And I will do that, and,
as president, I will have the border state governors secure--certify those borders are secured. And then we will have a
temporary worker program with tamper-proof biometric documents, and any employer who employs someone in any other
circumstances will be prosecuted. That means a lot of people will leave just, just normally because they're not going to be
able to get their job. Then, of course, we have to get rid of two million people who have committed crimes here. We have
to round them up and deport them. As far as the others are concerned, we were in an ongoing debate and discussion when
this whole thing collapsed, and part of that, I think, has to be a humane approach. Part of it has to be maybe people have
to go back to the country that they came from for a period of time while we look at it. But the principle that the American
people want, secure the borders, reward no one ahead of someone who has either waited or has come to this country
legally because they have broken our laws to come here. But I'm confident--look, there's, there's humanitarian situations.
There's a soldier who's missing in action in Iraq. His wife was here illegally. America's not going to deport her. We have
humanitarian circumstances. America's a generous Judeo-Christian valued nation, and we can sit down together. The--all
leading Republican candidates now just about agree that with--using those principles that I just articulated, we can fix it.
But secure the borders first.
MR. RUSSERT: But you would sign your bill...
SEN. McCAIN: It's not going to come across my desk.
MR. RUSSERT: It won't pass.
SEN. McCAIN: I--if pigs fly, then--look...
MR. RUSSERT: So it's dead.
SEN. McCAIN: The bill, the bill is dead as it is written. We know that. We know that. And the bill is going to have to be,
and I would sign it, securing the borders first and articulating those principles that I did. That's what we got out of this
last very divisive and tough debate. And we have to get those borders secured. That's what Americans want first.

48

McCain Changed His Ways
The Washington Post reports, “What McCain is saying has changed. Whereas once he firmly
said that no immigration legislation could work unless it twinned tougher border
enforcement with a guest-worker program and a pathway to citizenship for illegal
immigrants, he now maintains that sealing the border must come first…In a closed-door
meeting with House Republicans last week, he again assured conservatives that he had
gotten the message. He had been beaten up badly on the immigration issue, participants
said he told them...”
“When they went to him and said he had to back a [no same-sex] marriage amendment, he
said no. When they said campaign finance reform, he said no. When they said torture, he
said no," said Rep. Luis V. Gutierrez (D-Ill.), who worked with McCain on immigration
legislation. "On this one, he didn't wait. He said yes. Everybody gets this."
The Washington Post, 2/20/2008
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Obama has Begun Taking Advantage of
the Republican Stumble
•

McCain starts from a much more difficult place with Latinos than George Bush in either 2000 or
2004. Getting to Bush’s total in 2004 – 40 percent – will be more difficult.

•

The Hispanic community is now much more Democratic, and is voting in much higher numbers,
making the heavily Hispanic general election states more Democratic today.

•

Since 2004, the Democrats have made Hispanics, and the regions they live in, a much higher
national priority. Nevada was chosen as the second caucus state in the nation, the Democratic
Convention is in Denver this year, and unprecedented amounts of money were spent by Obama
and Clinton on Hispanics in the primaries.

•

While trailing behind the very strong Clinton Hispanic effort in 2008, Obama has begun to
adroitly address his weaknesses. In recent days, he has given a major speech on Latin America
in Miami, launched an historic Spanish-language TV ad in Puerto Rico, now leads McCain 58-35
with Hispanics in a recent national poll (already besting Kerry’s performance) and has moved
ahead of Clinton with Hispanics in a new national poll. His endorsement by La Opinion, the
most influential Spanish-language daily in the nation, shows his potential to reach this
electorate.

•

While there is little doubt that Obama has work to do with the Hispanic community, his issue
positions, his Party affiliation, his new, much more sure-footed effort and his staunch defense
of Comprehensive Immigration Reform makes it much more likely – in our opinion – for Obama
to hit his goal than the Arizona senator who abandoned Latinos when the going got tough.
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Obama’s “Mensaje”

http://my.barackobama.com/page/content/pr_mensaje_ad/
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John McCain is now significantly behind
Barack Obama among Hispanics
• Even before winning the Democratic nomination, Barack Obama was already
outperforming U.S. Sen. John Kerry’s numbers among Hispanics in 2004.
• At the conclusion of the Democratic primaries, on June 5 a Gallup poll showed
Obama leading McCain among Hispanics 62% to 29%.
• Obama’s gain continues to increase; the most recent NY Times/CBS poll, from
July 15, shows Obama leading McCain among Hispanics, 62% to 23%.
• The most recent weekly Gallup poll had Obama ahead of McCain 61% to 29%,
and the latest Zogby poll from October 20, 2008 has Obama ahead 70%-21%.
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The Immigration Debate Has Changed
American Politics
•

The Republican handling of immigration has been one of the biggest strategic mistakes by a modern
party in recent American history. In 2006, the national GOP spent tens of millions of dollars and
tremendous brand power in making immigration a winning issue for them. It failed.

•

Meanwhile, the relentless demonization of Hispanics by the GOP has turned this community, the
fastest-growing section of the American electorate, against them, erasing significant gains that had
been made.

•

Hispanics are becoming an energized political force. Millions marched against anti-immigrant
sentiment, turnout is climbing and citizenship applications have soared.

•

If the GOP’s experience in California is replicated nationally, it may spell 21st century electoral doom
for the GOP.

•

In 2008, the GOP cannot build a reliable electoral map without the heavily Hispanic swing states of
AZ, CO, FL, NM and NV. Democrats have many more tools than they did in 2004 to take advantage of
the tremendous GOP stumble.
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Additional Information
For more information visit www.ndn.org
NDN’s Hispanic Strategy Center is run by Andres Ramirez, who may
be reached at 202-544-9200 or aramirez@ndn.org
This presentation was prepared by Simon Rosenberg, Andres Ramirez,
Travis Valentine, Melissa Merz and Zuraya Tapia-Alfaro. Special thanks to
Sergio Bendixen, President, Bendixen & Associates, for his generous
assistance with the presentation and his years of work with NDN.

LAS VEGAS • NEW YORK • SAN FRANCISCO • WASHINGTON, DC
NDN is a 501(c)(4) progressive think tank and advocacy organization • Contributions or gifts to NDN are not tax deductible •
This presentation was paid for by NDN
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Appendices
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Additional Resources
2008 Hispanic Turnout Report:
http://ndn.org/hispanic/0214surveyfull.html
Mother Jones article by Simon Rosenberg and Peter Leyden:
http://www.ndn.org/advocacy/conservativechallenge/the-50-yearstrategy.html
2006 Cuba Poll commissioned by NDN:
http://www.ndn.org/hispanic/memos/CubaPoll.html
2006 Election Memos by Simon Rosenberg:
http://www.ndn.org/advocacy/conservativechallenge/makingsense.html
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All Polling Shows Broad Support for an
Earned Path to Citizenship
Creating a legal path to citizenship will improve
security by increasing our ability to keep track of who
is here:
Favor: 76%

Lake Research Partners and National Council of La
Raza – March 2008

Creating a legal path to citizenship will help
Americans by collecting taxes from the immigrants in
the country:
Favor: 73%

Lake Research Partners and National Council of La
Raza – March 2008
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The Hispanic Vote has Developed its
Own National Dynamic
• From 1996 to 2004, the national GOP gained a net of 11 points in the
national electorate, moving from 41% to 51%, and the Democrats declined
a point from 49% to 48%.
• In this same period, the national Hispanic vote shifted 33 net percentage
points, from 73% to 58%D, and 21% to 40%R.
• From 2004 to 2006, the national vote shifted from 51% to 46%R, and 48%
to 53%D. The Hispanic vote swung much more, moving 22 points, from 58%
to 70%D, and 40%R to 29%R.
• All of this indicates that there are forces in the Hispanic electorate – like
the successful Bush media strategies in 2000 and 2004, and the
immigration debate in 2006 – that have caused this electorate to move at
a different pace than the national trends.
The numbers above reflect the 2004 National Exit Poll with Cross Survey, which was issued by Edison/Mitofsky
as a revision to the 2004 exit polls. To view their work, visit our Web site: http://www.ndn.org/hispanic/2004nep-cross-survey.pdf
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Univision debate among 25-54 year olds
DEBATE

NETWORK

TOTAL 25-54

% 25-54

9/9 (Dem)

Univision

1,166,000

53.14%

6/3 (Dem)

CNN

1,050,000

38.69%

8/19 (Dem)

ABC

1,046,000

37.37%

9/26 (Dem)

MSNBC

539,000

37.20%

6/5 (GOP)

CNN

689,000

34.90%

4/26 (Dem)

MSNBC

736,000

34.01%

8/5 (GOP)

ABC

709,000

33.67%

8/7 (Dem)

MSNBC

297,000

33.26%

7/23 (Dem)

CNN

831,000

32.56%

10/9 (GOP)

MSNBC

342,000

31.64%

5/3 (GOP)

MSNBC

523,000

30.67%

9/5 (GOP)

Fox News

854,000

27.19%

5/15 (GOP)

Fox News

664,000

27.16%

10/9 (GOP)

CNBC

223,000

21.99%

Source: Nielsen Media
Research
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