
To: Interested Parties 
From: Simon Rosenberg 
Thursday, October 02, 2014 
Re: Despite Central American Migrant Crisis, The Number of People DHS Is Removing and Returning to 
Other Countries From the US Continues to Decline 
 
Yesterday, DHS released “Immigration Enforcement Actions,” one of its annual reports looking at the 

immigration enforcement system (a second more detailed report on deportations will be coming out in 

a few weeks).  

Among the more interesting findings is that continued decline of the total number of people DHS is 

removing from the US and returning to other countries.   This decline comes despite evidence of 

significant increases of unauthorized migration from El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras.  

Year Removals Returns  Total 

2001 189,026 1,349,371 1,538,397 

2002 165,168 1,012,116 1,177,284 

2003 211,098 945,294 1,156,392 

2004 240,665 1,166,576 1,407,241 

2005 246,431 1,096,920 1,343,351 

2006 280,974 1,043,381 1,324,355 

2007 319,382 891,390 1,210,772 

2008 359,795 811,263 1,171,058 

2009 391,932 582,648 974,580 

2010 383,031 474,275 857,306 

2011 387,134 322,124 709,258 

2012 418,397 230,386 648,683 

2013 438,321 178,371 616,692 

 

At the very least this calls into question the argument some have made that the Administration has 

“ratcheted” up immigration enforcement as the total number of people DHS is taking out of the US each 

year is less than half of what it was a decade ago.   

Additionally, this data confirms one of the more important trends in migration in recent years:  the 

decline of people attempting to enter the US without permission, and the stabilization of the 

undocumented population here. Be sure to check out the graphs below. For a comprehensive look at 

the border trends this data speaks to, read our recent report: “NDN/NPI Report on Central American 

Migrants and President Obama’s Immigration/Border Enforcement Record.” 

http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/ois_enforcement_ar_2013.pdf
http://ndn.org/blog/2014/07/timely-new-ndn-report-central-american-migrants-obama-borderimmigration-enforcement-rec
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