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October 3, 2011

The Honorable Rick Perry
Governor of Texas-

P.O. Box 12428

Austin, TX 78711

Dear Governor Perry:

As a Vietnam combat veteran who served for 26 ¥ years in the Border Patrol as an agent and
then as a sector chief, I write to express my concern and disappointment with your recent
comments in New Hampshire urging the use of United States military forces in Mexico. While
cartel and drug-related violence continues to plague Mexico, political rhetoric advocating for the
_deployment of combat troops into a neighboring nation is irresponsible.

During the election season, it is not surprising that politicians seek to shift the focus of the
campaign away from the challenging issues which are facing our nation. Instead of focusing on
job creation, education or other critical matters, your party has instead sought to create a crisis
where one does not exist. In debate after debate, you and your colleagues have portrayed the
US-Mexico border as lawless, violent, and out of control, despite the overwhelming evidence to
the contrary. In reality, border cities have lower rates of crime and violence than many other
cities, and El Paso, in my Congressional district, was recently named the safest city with a
population over 500,000 in the nation. -

Despite the relative safety and security of United States border communities, the Mexican people
are suffering as drug-trafficking and violent crime have increased significantly. To counter the
cartel-fueled violence, both the Bush and Obama Administrations have worked cooperatively
with Mexico through the Merida Initiative and other efforts. Mexico has laid the framework to
address the underlying causes of the difficulties facing the country. The United States is
providing critical support to Mexico including improving judicial and law enforcement
institutions, and we are working to address domestic demand for illegal drugs along with the
flow of weapons and money into Mexico which fuel the illegal drug trade.

All of this effort by our two nations - by law enforcement and political and community leaders
and so many others - is jeopardized by careless campaign rhetoric. Urging the deployment of
combat forces to Mexico makes for good political theater, but it puts a great, and unnecessary
strain, on our relationship with our neighbor and ally at a time when we are working to achieve
our common goals.
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Difficult times call for leadership. I appreciate your efforts to take on others in your your party
on the issue of in-state tuition for undocumented students in Texas, even in the face of great
opposition. I call on you to take a stand against the political rhetoric and misinformation about
the safety of our Texas border communities.

As a Border Patrol agent, I patrolled large swaths of the U.S. - Mexico border. I saw firsthand

- what needs to be done to secure our border, and I would be pleased to share my insight with you
as you develop legitimate and serious border security proposals. Please feel free to contact me
should I be of assistance in this regard. '

Sincerely,

Silvestre Reyes )
Member of Congress



