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Methodology

Languages of 
interviews

Margin of error

Dates of interviews

Sample size

English, Spanish

4 percentage points

September 14-20, 2006

600 Cuban and Cuban 
American adults in Miami-
Dade and Broward counties
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Age

27%

22%

28%

23%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

65 years or more

50-64 years old

35-49 years old

18-34 years old
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Are you a resident of Miami Dade 
County or Broward County?

89%

11%

Miami-
Dade

Broward
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Country of Birth

12%

87%

U.S.

Cuba
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In what year did you arrive in the 
United States?

26%

17%

22%

35%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

1960's or before

1970's

1980's

1990's or after
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Education

7%

29%

13%

36%

15%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

Graduate School

College

Technical School

High School

Grade School
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Do you consider yourself Cuban or 
Cuban American?
By Decade of Arrival

36%

72%

64%

28%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before

Cuban

Cuban
American
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Are you registered to vote in Miami 
Dade or Broward?

67%

33%
Yes

No
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Registered to Vote
By Decade of Arrival

57%

8%

43%

92%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before

Yes

No
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Registered to Vote
By Age

23%

43%

77%

57%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

50+

18-49

Yes

No
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Are you registered as a Republican, as 
a Democrat, or as Independent?

72%

11%

17%

Republican
Democrat
Independent / Other
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Party Registration
By Decade of Arrival

21%

11%

13%

8%

61%

81%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before Republican

Democrat

Independent



Fidel Castro

An overwhelming majority of 
Cubans in South Florida feel 
that Fidel Castro will never 
return to power.
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The Political Future of Fidel Castro

12%

14%

74%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Recover from
illness and return to

power

Recover from
illness but not

return to power

Terminally ill



Political 
Expectations

Cubans in South Florida are 
optimistic about a return to 
democracy in Cuba – 4 years is 
the average estimate.
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Do you think there is a major probability or a minor 
probability that there will be a major a transition towards 
democracy in Cuba now that Fidel Castro has handed 
over power to his brother Raul Castro?

15%

30%

55%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Don't Know/No
Answer

Minor Probability

Major Probability
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Do you think there is a major probability or a minor 
probability that there will be a major a transition 
towards democracy in Cuba now that Fidel Castro has 
handed over power to his brother Raul Castro?
By Decade of Arrival

26%

35%

61%

47%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before

Major
probability

Minor
probability
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How many years do you think it will take for the 
democratization and the liberation of Cuba to be 
established?

14%

18%

17%

21%

13%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

One Year

Two or Three years

Four or Five years

More than Five
Years

More than Ten
Years

Average = 4 years
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Do you think that it is more important that the 
transition to democracy in Cuba be fast and 
violent or gradual without violence?

3%

77%

20%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Don't Know/No
Answer

Gradual without
violence

Fast and violent
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Do you think that it is more important that the 
transition to democracy in Cuba be fast and 
violent or gradual without violence?
By Gender

80%

72%

15%

25%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Female

Male
Fast and
violent

Gradual
without
violence
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If freedom and democracy were re-established 
in Cuba, would you return to Cuba to live or 
would you stay and live in the United States?

13%

80%

7%

Return to Cuba to live

Stay and live in the
US
Don't know / No
answer
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If freedom and democracy were re-established 
in Cuba, would you return to Cuba to live or 
would you stay and live in the United States?

73%

80%

17%

13%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

2005 Miami
Herald Survey

2006 Cuban
Survey

Return to
Cuba to
live

Stay and
live in
the US
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If freedom and democracy were re-established 
in Cuba, would you return to Cuba to live or 
would you stay and live in the United States?
By Decade of Arrival

76%

83%

15%

9%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before

Return to
Cuba to live

Stay and live
in the US



U.S. Policy Towards 
Cuba

A majority of Cubans approve of 
President Bush’s handling of Cuba 
policy. Nevertheless, most of those that 
came after Mariel feel that restrictions on 
travel and remittances should be lifted.
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Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. 
Bush has managed the situation in Cuba since Fidel 
Castro handed over the power to his brother, Raul 
Castro?

21%

28%

51%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Don't Know/No
Answer

Disapprove

Approve
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Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush 
has managed the situation in Cuba since Fidel Castro 
handed over the power to his brother, Raul Castro?
By Decade of Arrival

28%

26%

52%

53%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before

Approve

Disapprove
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Do you favor or oppose the restrictions that the Bush 
administration imposed in 2004 on the Cuban exile 
community regarding travel to Cuba and remittance 
transfers to the exiles families in Cuba?

6%

45%

49%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Don't Know/No
Answer

Oppose

Favor
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Do you favor or oppose the restrictions that the Bush 
administration imposed in 2004 on the Cuban exile community 
regarding travel to Cuba and remittance transfers to the exiles 
families in Cuba?
By Voters

40%

45%

54%

49%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Cuban voters

All Cubans

Favor

Oppose
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Do you favor or oppose the restrictions that the Bush administration 
imposed in 2004 on the Cuban exile community regarding travel to
Cuba and remittance transfers to the exiles families in Cuba?
By Decade of Arrival

55%

29%

41%

63%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before Favor

Oppose
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Do you think that the embargo on Cuba should 
continue or should not continue?

11%

36%

53%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Don't Know/No
Answer

Should not
continue

Should continue
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Do you think that the embargo on Cuba should 
continue or should not continue?
By Decade of Arrival

44%

20%

45%

69%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before

Should
continue

Should not
continue
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Do you think that the embargo on Cuba should 
continue or should not continue?

28%

36%

62%

53%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

2005 Miami
Herald Survey

2006 Cuban
Survey

Should
continue

Should
not
continue
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Do you favor or oppose American citizens 
traveling to Cuba?

6%

45%

49%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Don't Know/No
Answer

Oppose

Favor
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Do you favor or oppose American citizens 
traveling to Cuba?
By Decade of Arrival

37%

60%

57%

33%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before Favor

Oppose
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Do you favor or oppose American citizens 
traveling to Cuba?

45%

45%

46%

49%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

2005 Miami
Herald Survey

2006 Cuban
Survey Favor

Oppose
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Do you believe that residential and dwelling properties 
in Cuba should belong to those who have title to that 
predating Fidel Castro’s Revolution?

13%

67%

20%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Don't Know/No
Answer

To those that live in
them now

To those who have a
title to that property

predating Fidel
Castro's Revolution
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Do you believe that residential and dwelling properties 
in Cuba should belong to those who have title to that 
predating Fidel Castro’s Revolution?
By Decade of Arrival

77%

60%

13%

26%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before

To those who
have a title to
that property
predating Fidel
Castro's
Revolution

To those that
live in them
now
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Do you believe that residential and dwelling properties 
in Cuba should belong to those who have title to that 
predating Fidel Castro’s Revolution?
By Age

62%

72%

24%

17%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

50+

18-49

To those who
have a title to
that property
predating Fidel
Castro's
Revolution

To those that
live in them
now
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Are you in favor or opposed to the United States allowing 
the direct transfer of money and material goods from the 
United States to Cuba in order to promote internal 
opposition in Cuba?

7%

26%

67%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Don't Know/No
Answer

Oppose

Favor
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Are you in favor or opposed to the United States allowing 
the direct transfer of money and material goods from the 
United States to Cuba in order to promote internal 
opposition in Cuba?
By Decade of Arrival

20%

33%

75%

59%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before Favor

Oppose
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If a new Cuban government shows an interest in a gradual 
improvement of relations with the exile community and with 
the United States, do you think the U.S. government should 
negotiate with the new Cuban government?

8%

20%

72%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Don't
Know/NoAnswer

Should not
negotiate

Should negotiate
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If a new Cuban government shows an interest in a gradual 
improvement of relations with the exile community and with the 
United States, do you think the U.S. government should negotiate
with the new Cuban government?
By Decade of Arrival

19%

26%

75%

61%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

1980's and
after

1970's and
before

Should
negotiate

Should not
negotiate


